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from human laws of succession in property. We do not
receive our bodies from our parents, but only a germ which,
by some mysterious process, grows into a human being. The
idea that the original germ contains minute copies of all the
parts of our body, which have only to grow, is now exploded.
Moreover, the germ with which a dog, for example, starts life
is practically identical with the human germ: yet the one
develops into a dog, the other into a man, each repeating
the characteristics of his parents in millions of details. Why
should this be so? The parents of the one are canine, of the
other human; but why should this cause such a vast difference
in the development of the two similar germ-cells?
It was thought that WeismamVs theory of the continuity of
the germ-plasm would make the matter clear. What is this
theory? Galton in 1875 pointed out that the child is, in a sense,
as old as the parent—indeed, as old as his remotest ancestor.
The student will be aware that the body grows by the multi-
plication of cells from the germ-cell. Now, at a very early
stage in this process certain cells are set apart, unaltered, to
form, the reproductive cells in the new individual, one of which,
therefore, may become the starting-point of another human
being. These reproductive cells take no part in the develop-
ment of the body, and are continuous from one generation to
another. "Thus the parent is rather the trustee of the germ-
plasm than the producer of the child." x Weismann developed
the idea, and the theory is now associated with his name.
Some have thought that in this continuity of the germ-
plasm we have an explanation of why like tends to beget like;
but the explanation is too superficial to be regarded as satis-
factory. The germ-plasm is only relatively continuous; it is
not there, separate from the rest of the individual, at the very
beginning of development. Then again, to maintain that,
although it is constantly increasing in amount, the process of
growth is continuous, is to state rather than explain the fact
of heredity. We might say that successive generations have
similar forms because they spring from similar, not the same,
germ-plasm; but if we would explain heredity on these
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